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TCDesktop – An Easier Way to Model Transportation
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WORK ON PROJECTS – NOT AROUND SOFTWARE

CH2M Hill has developed a tool to help local agencies implement easily used and maintained travel models. TCDesktop helps the user create travel models based on the software, TransCAD, and then makes it easier to customize and run those models.

TCDesktop allows agencies to … 

· reuse CH2M’s standard TransCAD scripts

· develop custom menus and procedures, and

· apply simple standardized editing tools

to create a TransCAD model that

better meets local needs.

TCDesktop … 

· automates subtasks like data conversion and report generation

· provides a simple way to integrate data exchange between programs
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· allows access to model settings you need to through standard editors 

· can be adapted using your custom menus and editors to provide remote access to your model via the internet or your intranet

Staff with little or no TransCAD operating experience can easily and reliably execute complex modeling tasks through TCDesktop. 

The value of the TCDesktop environment has already been proven in a number of CH2M Hill and other travel modeling projects. 

TCDesktop supports both background (batch) and interactive applications.  This simplifies integration of TransCAD with procedures which use other software; and with steps to preprocess inputs and postprocess outputs.  TCDesktop also uses it’s own separate queue manager, so requests to process can be submitted remotely to TransCAD eliminating the need for complex network operation and support.

TCDesktop limits the need to program special dialogs through GISDK to specify settings and other values, as shown above. TCDesktop’s standard TransCAD shell also makes it much easier to change modeling procedures and immediately apply those changes.  Unlike GISDK, TCDesktop uses “just-in-time” compilation, then automatically invokes the requested procedure with any user specified changes. 

The diagram provides a technical picture of how TCDesktop works.


 









We’d like to know about...

your travel modeling needs and tell you more about TCDesktop.   

Contact CH2M Hill’s travel modeling specialists at (303) 713-5117 or - use the weblink below to tell us what you think and/or contact us for further information…

www.iguanaware.com/TCDesktop



TCDesktop developed in cooperation with Iguana Software Research 

TransCAD is a registered trademark of Caliper Corporation.

GISDK is a trademark of Caliper Corporation.

User Selects Model Task from Menu





S  U


c  p


r  d


i  a


p  t


t  e





S  U


e  p


t  d


t  a


i  t


n  e


g  s


s  s





TCDesktop


     /TransCAD Script       Assembly








“Just-in-Time” Compilation








Submit Script to Queue Manager








Model Task Execution
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